































































































ECOLOGY WITHOUT NATURE
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“Was not their mistake once more bred of the life of slavery that they had been living?—a life which was always looking upon everything, except mankind, animate and inanimate—‘nature,’ as people used to call it—as one thing, and mankind as another, it was natural to people thinking in this way, that they should try to make ‘nature’ their slave, since they thought ‘nature’ was something outside them” — William Morris
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Show Us Your Papers! (PDF)








My MP3 recorder didn't work! So I have taken the unusual step of uploading the actual talk text. Let's see, to give you an idea of the atmosphere. There were about 200 people in the room. There was a long and lively Q&A. People laughed.



One question was about acts--why do I flatten them out so that they are indistinct, allegedly? To which I replied, it's quite the opposite, for me, acts are highly differentiated, and action is intrinsic to what an object is. Another question was about the dreaded narcissism--how to avoid it? I said don't avoid it, it's great! Just read Derrida on narcissism! What is required is that we extend narcissism to include more and more beings. Getting rid of it would destroy the relation to the other in advance. Another question was about the imminence of disaster--to which I responded that the disaster had already occurred, “we are already dead” etc. Another question was about people--are they singular or can they be groups or sets, collectives in other words?



Fantastic group of people on a fantastic day. There were many points of connection between my talk and others'. For instance, to name just a few: Kali Rubaii on dying-with (I invented that phrase in a chat afterwards but it really works to describe what she does); Jonathan Wald on orchids vs. corn (me: flowers vs stems); Emilie Dionne on the ethics of physical vulnerability and susceptibility; Joan Roughgarden on affiliations of humans and nonhumans; Hector Hoyos on individuals vs. people.
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4 comments:


	







cgerrish
said...

	

Wish I'd been able to make the trip across the Bay to hear the talk. The question I was going to ask had to do with Harman's recent book on Latour. In the book, there's a lot of talk about Hobbes, Rousseau and the social contract.There are two aspects of this that are interesting.

1. The idea that the social contract is not only between humans. This is similar to the critique of correlationism.

2. The contrasting ideas of what exists before the contract. A war of all against all, or a peaceful state of nature. These ideas seem to also have purchase when discussing accerlationism, and what might obtain after the contract -- humans, as the main signatories, would no longer be a party to the deal.

So, one can imagine a social contract (one among many) of limited duration between a human, some polar bears, this cat and those trees as an ethical and political project.

But there's also the sense in Harman's book that there is no before and after social contracts. Once you get used to the idea that there's not a single contract and that any object can (and is) a signatory, the visions of pre-contract nature evaporate.

And certainly a contract could be thought of as a set of rules for playing this particular game until we're done playing. 





	


April 20, 2015 at 1:35 PM








	







Anonymous
said...

	

I liked reading your words about altruism and the car, which you formulated whilst driving with me in Winnipeg:).  



	


April 21, 2015 at 8:50 AM








	







Dr. KAS
said...

	

Dr. Morton, which essay from Critical Inquiry were you referencing specifically at the start of this talk?  As someone that fits your category of a deconstructionist that is also faithful to ecology, I was quite curious.



	


April 23, 2015 at 7:48 PM








	







Unknown
said...

	

I'd guess he's referring to the Alex Galloway essay that appeared there a year or so back.



	


April 26, 2015 at 9:21 AM
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A surprising positive vision of Christianity from a woke humanities scholar?! Wowzers!
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In Case You Needed Reminding







All Art Is Ecological, out now






American for Socialist is Hyperspace
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the age of the hypersubejct is over
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French The Ecological Thought
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Being Ecological (Penguin, out now)






Being Ecological is/in America
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I Wrote a Book with Björk







“A magical booklet of emails between Björk and philosopher Timothy Morton is a wild, wonderful conversation full of epiphanies and sympathies, incorporating Michael Jackson, daft goths and the vibration of subatomic particles in its dizzying leaps, alive with the thrill of falling in love with someone’s brain.”   (Emily Mackay, NME)






PREPARE TO BE ENDARKENED













Twitter


Tweets by @the_eco_thought 






WELLEK LECTURES


Dark Ecology: three theory lectures at Irvine, May 21–23, 2014 in the lineage of Derrida, Cixous, Sloterdijk, Butler, Baudrillard, Lyotard, Jameson and Anderson. 






good to have a word for something
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Timothy Morton







Timothy Morton is Rita Shea Guffey Chair in English at Rice University. They have collaborated with Laurie Anderson, Björk, Jennifer Walshe, Hrafnhildur Arnadottir, Sabrina Scott, Adam McKay, Jeff Bridges, Justin Guariglia, Olafur Eliasson, and Pharrell Williams. Morton co-wrote and appears in Living in the Future’s Past, a 2018 film about global warming with Jeff Bridges. They are the author of the libretto for the opera Time Time Time by Jennifer Walshe.  Morton has written All Art Is Ecological (Penguin, 2021), Spacecraft (Bloomsbury, 2021), Being Ecological (Penguin, 2018), Humankind: Solidarity with Nonhuman People (Verso, 2017), Dark Ecology: For a Logic of Future Coexistence (Columbia, 2016), Nothing: Three Inquiries in Buddhism (Chicago, 2015), Hyperobjects: Philosophy and Ecology after the End of the World (Minnesota, 2013), Realist Magic: Objects, Ontology, Causality (Open Humanities, 2013), The Ecological Thought (Harvard, 2010), Ecology without Nature (Harvard, 2007), 8 other books and 250 essays on philosophy, ecology, literature, music, art, architecture, design and food. Morton’s work has been translated into 10 languages. In 2014 they gave the Wellek Lectures in Theory. 
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“Outstanding.”
—Slavoj Zizek, In Defense of Lost Causes

“Dark ecology has the potential to be the punk rock or experimental pop of ecological thinking.”
—Kasino A4

“It isn’t [nature] itself that needs trashing — we’re doing a fine job of that already; it’s our way of thinking about it that needs to be structurally realigned ... it's an important book that, in a scant 205 pages of main text ... frames a debate that no doubt will be carried on for years to come.”
—Vince Carducci, Pop Matters

“He practices what he theorizes: nothing is wasted in his argumentation.”
—Emmanouil Aretoulakis, Synthesis





















“Picking up where his most obvious predecessors, Gregory Bateson and  Felix Guattari, left off, Morton understands mental ecology as the  ground zero of ecological thinking, as that which must be redressed  before anything else and above all.  Morton goes beyond both his  forebears, however, in repairing the rift between science and the  humanities, which the Enlightenment opened up and against which  Romanticism reacted.  Perhaps most pleasantly surprising, given its  erudition, is that in its stylistic elegance The Ecological Thought  is as satisfying to read as it is necessary to ponder.”
—Vince  Carducci
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